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American Slavery 
ESSENTIALLY SINFUL. 

BY 

"All unrighteoaaneoB 18 sin." — John 5: 17. 

Slavery exists, and is cither right or wrong. It is not un- 
reasonable to suppose that we may, without difficuitj, deter- 
mine what its moral character is. Its fundamental principles 
are easily, stated, aiid their practical application and legiti- 
mate results are equally obvious. Its moral elements are nei- 
ther subtle iior hidden ; its results are before the sun. 

Ministers and churches should not seek to pass by this ques- 
tion in silence. It involves in it the rights of God and of the 
human race. It affects the glory of Jehovah and the eternal, 
not less than the temporal interests of man. The friends of 
God cannot with moral propriety occupy neutral ground 
vvhile every attribute of His unalterably determines His posi- 
tion upon one side. Where God is, his friends should be. 

Ministers have on this subject weighty duties to discharge. 
Upon all questions which involve the prerogatives of God, the 
rights and eternal interests of man, ministers lips should keep 
and dispense knowledge. They should be first to perceive 
what is right, and quick to detect and expose what is wrong. 
This is their office. They are commissioned from above, sus- 
tained and rewarded for the faithful discharge of this impor- 
tant and imperative duty. Their hearts should be in unison 
with God's, their ears open to the cries of the oppressed, their 
liands stretched out for tlieir relief. " They are God's minis- 
ters, attending continually upon these things." 

Till recently, Slavery has not only been lamented as an 
^//, but it has b?en, in unmeasured terms, denounced and ab- 
horred as a crime. It was held to be wrong in principle aiid 
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wrong in practice^ In the common apprebensioji it was held 
to be a flagrant vioiation of the law of love, a positive deiiiai 
of essential and inalienable human rights* All classes, 
from the- holy man at the altai^ to the profane demagogue, ut- 
tered their bitter deimnciatioffis against it, and held it to he the 
swo.ra 5oe oj ^oa ana raao* i ne coiiomiiniiy ai large, a lew 
year's since, would as soon have aFiticipated the attempt to 
prove the Bevii to he a 8aint at heart as Slayeiy to he inno- 
cent in principle. this prejudice, or was it the voice of 
reason asid conscience— the uttered laiiguage of our common 
nature ? , 

A change has since come over the public mindo Many now 
defend Slavery as right in principle and a blessing in practice. 
More apologize for it, and maintain that under existing cir- 
cumstances it fs not necessarily unrighteousness. More still 
refuse to take that action against it which would imply its es- 
sential sinfulness. The leading Ministers at the South hold 
the relatioii hetween Slaveholder and Slave to be in itself an 
innocent one. In ibis position they are supported hy Prof. 
Stuart of Andover, and Prof, Hodge of Frioceton, Br. Spring 
of New York City, Graham of Ohio, and Junkin of Fenn- 
sylvania, and other ministers at the North too numerous to 
STiention. 

The highest ecclesiastical bodies of the most numerous and 
inlluentiai denominations have, as far as my information ex- 
tends, refused to consider the subject of Slavery at all,, or af- 
ter deliberation have, by decided majorities, decliocd cailiRg 
it in its own nature, and necessarily, sinBiL- , In coofirrnation 
of the above remark, 1 will refer the reader to the deliberate 
votes and acts of the Hew School Genera! Assembly, the 
Old School General Assembly, the Protestant Episcopal 
General Convention, and the regular Baptist General 
Conference, at the last meetings of these bodies. The ac- 
tion of the last General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church has seriously disturbed the Slave Power. 
It is doubtless the heaviest ecclesiastical blow which 
that overgrown evil has for many years received* It is 
just also to remark that some of the discussion which prece- 
ded and paved the way for fioal action, was able, solid, and 
eminently Christian. It cheered ihe !'icarts and strengthened 
the hands of Christian abolitionists throughout the land. But 
I add with c^rief that fnarsy of the arguoieiits on that memo- 
rable occasion were based, not upon the immovable rock of 
right, but upon the sand of expediency. It was inexpedient 
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for a Mdlioflist llz'^/jo^ lO be a Slave-holder ; not tlmt ii in- 
voived gui'li; Ir' private iiietiibers voluntanlj to remain, such ! 
That many of that large and respectable body felt and 
urged that it was wrong and inexpedient to fellowship 81a vc^ 
hoidersHyl'icther Bishops or members, is a source of , devout 
thanksgiviri<>;. The American.. .Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions have been urged tiii they seem to be weary 
and impatient under the importunity, to declare Slavery to be 
sinful; but they have hilherfo been urged in vain. They 
arc tlie accredited agents of evangelical churches, whose du- 
ty it is to send the pure gospel to the unenlightened heathen 
—and they deem it foreign to their main design to determine 
wiiethcr man may or may not^ with moral propriety, enslave 
his fellow ! If this question be foreign to the gospel of Je - 
sus, it is so because the relation between Slave-holder and 
Slave is not sinful ; for ihi\i gospd conchmms every thing that is. 

Some small denominations, many subordinate ecclesiastical 
bodies, more individual churches, very many ministers, and a 
rapidly incrcjising number of rncmbers, do hold and ireat Sla- 
very as essential unrighteousness, wrong in its principles as 
well as in its practice, siji iii root and branch. On which side 
is truth and righteousness ? On which error and oppression ? 
Is Goi] for or againsi Slavery ? " 

As «// unrighteousness if sin, he is opposed to every kind and 
degree of unrighteousness. The question is therefore a plain 
6ne. Docs Siavei'y violate the rights either of man, or of 
God, or of both ? ©oes it do this in principle as well as in 
practice t If so, it is always and essentially sinful. 

What then is Biaverj ? What is. its essence, its life, its 
soul ? What is the cssmfinl dement in the relation between 
Slavehoklcr and Slave 1 It shall speak for itself, it shall de- 
fine in words of its own selection its nature and attributes. If 
it be esseniial unrighteousness it shall be seen to be such by its 
own testimony ; not by any construction of ours. We must 
appeal to positive statute law to learn what ttds relation is ; 
for by the unanimous consent of the civilized world it has no 
foundation in nature. This is the decision of the law of na- 
tioi]s, and of the common law. We must look therefore to 
local positive human enactments for the being and attributes 
of Slavery. The following quo'jitions will develop its funda- 
mental principles. A Slave is one who is in the power of his 
master to whom he belongs ; the master may soli him, dispose 
of Iris person, his industry and his labor ; he can do nothing, 
possess nothing, nor acquire any thing, but what must belong 
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to his ma^?ter."' l„a./Civ.. Code Ait 35. " Ail their hsm ■.ar«d 
oflspiing b.or^i imd to be born, l>e, imd they dre iKirebj 
declared to --be »iid reiBairi forever hereafter cibsolwte slaves, 
and shaii follow the cosidfitxon of the mother*'- The. above h 
slave law and usage in' all our sktTchoIdmg States.- We.v/iM 
elicit, by crosy.6samismtioa what the P.utnire, ami essential el- 
emeiiits- of slavery are.» 

Has your Slave, m jonr estimation', more than your horse or 
ox^ a right io waives 1 No more^ " He can do nothing, possess 
nothing, nor acquire any thing but what must belong to his 
master." Do you stipulate with your Slave any more than 
with your horse or ox in relation to the kind or degree of la- 
bor which he shall perforoi ? No more. Has he still left 
to him the right to read the Bible ? The privilege, as matter 
of special favor, is in a few instances granted ; but his right to 
prefer and enforce Ms claim to do so is never concededc Have 
Slaves the right peaceably to assemble and_\vorshlp Gocl agree- 
ably to their own convictions of duty ? The laws, and their 
owners invariably determine under what reMridions they may 
meet. The Slave's W^/i^ to meet with his fellows to adore his 
Maker we never allow. Can he select his own religious teach- 
ers or ensure the observance of the Sabbath? Whj vex me 
with those questions—- ^5"As " Skvcp. is one who is in ihc poi6er of 
his ^ivtsl^^r to whomhe. h'dtmp{s»'^^ Well then, do you allow them 
to marry and sustain the iawml reiatiot^i of husband and wife \ 
We allow them Ho, take up''' wdth one another. What does 
that m^an? Why that they may live together as \mm and 
•wife while their owner or owners please. Have slave parents 
the right secured to them of providing for, protecting, and 
traininii; their own offspring ? They live with their children 
only during the pleasure of their masters. Why, many will 
s;iy — why go through with this dull statementof admitted facts? 
Who needs be told these things for the thousandth time ? 1 
state them because many do not seem to see that the law whicli 
converts man into property, strips him of Ms right to himself 
— to wages — to read tiie Bible, to choose his religious teach- 
ers, to assemble with his fellov/s to worship God, and the right 
to pi'otect, provide for, and traiij his children^ The property 
principle, and no other, robs man of his manhood, and de- 
grades Inm in respect to essential rights to the level of the brute, 
and clothes the master with despotic power. I state these 
things because Conferences and General Assemblies can see 
no necessary unrighteousness in the relation between Slave- 
holder and Slave. Because so great and good a man as Frof» 
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Stuart of '/iiTidover' sajs^ "The jolation between Slaveholder 
and, Slaver~'-".'//fi cxisf''' — ^^may The airasn of it is the 

essential and fi^ndamental wrongo'' 

Now Christian abolitiooists oi\ the otlier hand maintain tlia,t 
tlie relation between. >Slavehflilder and Siave^ is in its own nature 
mh\ : that whenitdoeth oorig'hteoosness, itdoeth it. of itself ; 
for it is iinrighteoui^ness and the father of it. Between tbem 
.iiid all who saj it maij exist — the abuse, of it is the essential 
and fundamental wrong,"; there is a heaven-wide difference 
—a difference of essential and fundamental principle. On 
which side is immortal truth and eternal reetitude ? 

We maintain that the laborer is worthy of his hire," This 
is the universal testimony of reason arid conscience, as well as 
the express declaration of God, God has denounced a zijoc 
against "him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and 
his chambers by wrong ; that useih his ncigkbor\? service xi-itk» 
oAdii)ages^ ?j^A^iYQ\\\ him not for his work*-' The cry of the 
wronged laborer enterctb into the ear of Crod, who will in 
due time vindicate his riglitso " Ye have heaped treasure 
together for the last days* Behold the hire of the laborers 
who have reaped down your fields, which is of yoii kept 
back by fraud, crieth ; and the cries of them which have 
reaped have entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth." 
It is a principle settled in the goverment of God, and responded 
toby the unperverted judgment of the race, that when a man 
l)y skill or industry has earned something, he has acquired a 
rightful title to itl 

Slavery denies its victim, the laborer, the ability to acquire 
rightful title to one cent's worth of property by a life's toxL 
'' He can do nothing, possess nothing, nor acquire any thing, 
but what must belong to his master." The owner, in virtsie 
of his relation as such, can claim ail his earnings from child- 
hood to hoary age- The Slave cannot in virtue of a life spent 
in wasting labor, prefer his right, and enforce his title to one 
dollar, though it were to smooth the passage of a beloved 
wife to the grave, or mitigate tlie sufferings of a dying child ! 
This is not an adventitious c^iise of slavery, it is the develop» 
mentof its cardinal principle ; the slave and his earnings be- 
long to bis owner. 

^ God says, the laborer is worthy of his hire; Slavery in prin- 
ciple and in fact says the owner of the laborer is worthy of the 
laborer's hire. On this important subject where shall the 
Church and ministry take their stand— God^ or with Sid" 
"oery? The issue is f^^srly joined and the providence and Spirit 
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of God alike forbid our attempt to oceijpj neutral ground* 

Siaves ai-e^valriablc Quly ibr thejir services* "I'siiey are valu- 
able only for present and futis re services airui not for past 
Slavcii'are valuable only as their services exceed -the cost of 
keeping thcijrfl. The estimated value of Amenean I'Slaves is 
not less tnarrt^-yeive,b«ndred ntsi'llions of dollars. That is the 
estimated difference between their expenses mid the profit of 
tlieir servicef?*-- Mow is this Ymi sum to be vyrang from these poor 
laborers't It is to l>e exacted bj forceo The lash, the stocks, tho 
iron coilar,the chain and ball, aod all the iieridish implemeiits of 
torture which ingeBldtjyproB^pted by cupidity ,,bate,arid dire re- 
venge, can invent, are to .fee applied to the fiesh of mem, wo- 
men, and children, laborers, for the purpose of extorting from 
them twelve bundred iBiliions worth of service ! The abet- 
tors, supporters, and advocates of the system which does all 
this openly^ avowedly, and before the sun, are adjudged by 
the leading ''rlenoini nations ir^bis land' worthy of Ghurch fei- 
lowsbip, a^id we are taught hy ecclesiastical authority that this 
is good old fashioned orthodox righteousness* Now Christian 
abolilionists aifirm that slavery is in its own nature wrong, be- 
cause it asserts its r%'/i^ to do what as a matter^ of fact it does 
— rob the laborer of his hire^ ^ 

Christian abolitiomsts also nisintaist that laborers.j as well • 
as others are entitled to the substantit^j protection of law 
against shameful, and outrageous personal abuse. They bold 
that labor is honorable in all ; that laboring men and women 
are in justice enlitled to esteem, respect, and protection in per- 
son, reputation, ai),d property. Let the supporters aod abet- 
tors of slavery join issue vnib tlicm on ■ this groursd if- jbej 
ciioosco Let them boldly say that the laboring classes arc en- 
titled neither to the blessings of civil and religious liberty, nor 
to a just and fair compcjjsation for their toil; The supporters 
and apologists of - this. dread fn! system knowi-thatit exposes its 
victims without legal protection to the grossest personal out- 
rages and abuses of which , the ■ human mind can coBceiveor 
human nature endure. Tiie following unexceptionable tes- 
timony will give to our farmers, merchants, and wecban- 
ic3, and all who prosecn-e an honest business for a livelihood, 
the Bill o f Rights which slavery would granttheroa The Fres- 
■ byterian Byn.od of Kcntn€ky,*says : 

" Tim system licenses and produces great crueltij, 
*^ Mangling, ieiprisonment, starvatbu, every species of torture, niaj 
be inOicted upon him, (the slave,) and be has' jjo redress. 

" There are ijow in our whole iaod iwo miHsons of human beings, ex- 



posed, def^Rcolesaijip e^:ery mfivAtt ahoxi of msimiag c?f ckntfs, ' r/Mdt 
their, i&m^ imn msjif i^jjiawoywi©- anisjici. '.r-fsssty §w)jep mi mm cm m*». 
Aided by ^yantjin eap?S.«* by bvuta! iwse, by maSignajxt spit®, sad- by aa« 
sane' soger.' Tbesr fes^^lficssls' ih© sport of every wWsa, aiid'ibe prey 
of every passion -that ma|#®«jca9lo^jjl!y, 'or habitually, mf^sftbe ma':.-* 
ter^s bosom. Ifws cf^wid ca.|^^iate thss mmmt of woe endured by iil-'treat* 
ed slaves, it would o'veifwhef# every eompaasionat^ heart-«'i£ wosiM mam 
am the obdurate to syuipaithy. Tbew is also a vast aum of'jsuiTensg 
infiicted isipon' the: s}a?e by hismarae ' masieriSt as a punlsIii'iaeEit for tlut 
k'ldd of Idleness'. and miseondisiist Which slavery 'oatsnrally produces, •; 

»» Smtai ' siripes awd all the varied kinds, of persoual iudigrjttlcst are 
aotthe only species ©f es,-iieliy WMehslamy Ikeases.*' 

By the testimony of comj^etent mid isB|5?iriia! witnesses 
Slave laborers^ male and female, have m legal proteclioa 
against " bnstal styiipes aiKlall the varied kir^ds of personal 

Let 01? r hard working men and womera i-eail for their ecliSr 
Cation and comfort the triithfial statements which follow*^ They 
will learn io 'appreciate the ;semces of , those professe^i iBinis« 
ters of the gospel- who sj>eak ■smooth things 'about sla*. 

very ; are toD .charitable to eall it siefui : and koo miicli ab- 
sorbed in. divine- things to allow them to "lift the tip o.f their, na» 
gers, to mdo heavy b«Fcl.enSjt?,. aed do not v/kh to pi'ofaije 'ilie 
Sabbath nor desecrate thek M^h calling by preaching that 
^^every yoke-shoold be broken and that 'the oppressed shoii'kl go 
froco" . Mrs, Weld, a. .brief extract o,f whose testimony I am; 
about to introduce, is the;danghteF of the late Jwdge Giirake of 
the Supreme Court of Elooth ' Carolina.. She .forme rlj resided 
in Charles'toB, and wssim eje wit-ne$S' of Blavcrj it exists 
in the most relined circles of that city^- lier Boble and dis«' 
interested eiforts in behalf of 'the despised. and siif&riag Slave 
iustly place her among the. lirst pMlaiithropists ofthe.age« 
i^hc introduces iisto a lady ^» of the Mghest .respectaMlitj " 
--^Mbremost ill every benevolent enterprise" and at the head 
of the Feligiotis circle in vMdi she - moved—aad then- 'among 
other things, says of', her : 

" This mistress wcmld occarjc.^uallj" sejjd her slaves, male and female, 
to liiie Cbadeston v/ork-ho«se to be puislshed. One poor grd, v/'mm sihe 
sent there to be flogged, and whcs ; was aecordiagly stvippet ^mkei arid 
_ whipped, showed, me the deep gashes 'on her baek-«-»I might have laid 
fiiy "vbole imgev m them'^hirgi: pzeceti oj Jlcsk-'hid (idualiy heen torn {fui 
% the toriuring^ lash. She sent mother iemj^Ie slave thefe^ to ba Irapns- 
oHed and worked im the tread-raill,' The girl was. coeiis^ed several 
<iays, snd forced to work the mill whlh in.d. state of sfdlcris^g (mm as- 
^t\m cause. For ten days' or two iveekE af^er'her retiira, she was lame 
^rom the violent exertsoo ijeeessary to ' enable her to keep the step on 
tbe machme. She spoke to me with inteo-^© feeling of the outrage ^p- 
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on her, as a zvoman. ■ Her-taesi-aervanta were .somcjtimes, fjogged there ; 
and so fxceedsisgly olFensive h?s been the imtudile&h of their jaeerated 
backs, for dujs after jhe,infliction, that tlieV'V/ouSd be ke{)t out of the' 
howjje— the smell arising ftosn then wownds being too iioj'rible to be en- 
dured. They were ;dways sti'ff aad sore for some days, and not in u 
coiidir.ion to be seen by visitors-^' , ' j 

Ski\"erj, in its e^^sential prio'Cipies, divests laborers of all ie- 
gai protection against these siiost horrid persoiial outrages — it 
deprives them of any legal redress for havir.g' sulTered them ; 
but delivers over its hapless victims, bound hand and foot, 
to such torments ! .!Arsd yet the high toned orthodoxy of the 
diw underwrites for it and dqclares it worthy of church fel- 
lowship ! 

Mr. Bliss, whose testimony I shall now introduce, is a re- 
spectable member of the bar, and is personally known to the 
writer to he a man. of moral worth and integrity;. He went 
to Florida in 18%i for bis healthy and w^as witness of the 
scenes which he describes. lie says ; 

*' Of tb|? v^xtent and craeity of the ppnisbment of the slave, the nor- 
thei'D public know nothing. From the nature of the case they can 
know little, as I have before mentioned. 

" I have, seen tk woman, a nfiotlier, compelled, in the pi-esence of hpr 
master and Jisisiress, io holdup her clothes, and endure thie: v/liip of the 
driver on the naked body for mofe tlrah twenty ntinuks, and Vr'hile her 
cries v/oiild IvAve rent the heart of a^y ose, who bud not hardened him- 
self to human soffeiiog, her master and mistress were, cosiversina; 
with apparent iiidii'ierence. What was hm ci'ime l BhG hdA a task 
given her of sewing which she raust fialsh that day» Late at night she 
finished it; hut the stitches were ioo iG7Zg\ aod she must be whipped. 
The same was repeated three or foiir riS2liis for tbe same offence. I 
Aci-e sgen a nian „tled to a tree, hand| and feet, and receive 305 blows 
with the paddle on the fleshy parts of the body. Two others received 
the ssine kill d of punishment at the time, though I did not count the 
blows. One seceived 230 lashes. Their crime v/ss stealing mutton. 
1 have frequently heard the shrieks of the slaves, male and female, ac- 
companied by the strokes of the paddle or whip, when I have not gorse 
near the scene of horror. 1 knew not their crimeSj esceptinf^ of one 
v^'oman, which was stealing four potatoes to eat with her bread i The 
more cominon number of lashes inflicted was fifty or eighty ; and this 
I saw not once or twice, but so frequently that I cannot tell the nmnber 
of times I have seen ii. So freqtienlly, that my own heart Was becom- 
ing so hardened that I cotiid witness with comparative indiiferes?cet thp 
female writhe issder the lash, and her shrieks and cries for mercy ceased 
to pierce my heart \vith that keenness, or give roe that anguish which 
they first caused. It was mt ahvays that I could loarn their crimes ; 
but of those I did learn, the most common ^vas non-performance of 
tasks. I have seen men strip, and receive from one to three hundred 
strokes of the v/bip and paddle. Bly studies and meditations were al- 
most aightiy interrupted by the cries of the victijiis of cruelty and 
avarice.*'"' 



the writer of this cliscoiiirse receive,:! the (bllomm'? state- 
ment from Judge tLo, umitive of iferyla!i(.l^' !)iittJov/"'a citizcB 
of this State : ' 8oori after l'"^ras settled in iifej'lsajs 'he, ^'■I 
went :d; the invii-atioE-of iv^latitcs^ to visit a, :|>orlioii of Marj- 
larulc, where the soil mis more fertile thariit was where I then 
resided o '-^ My eoiiisiii^ in company - jvith '.another person, had 
leased a large plantation in that section of tlie 8tale« On 
my arriyal at his house, I was informed that he w-iis in a corn- 
field O'/erseeing the Slaves. I vrent to the field, saiiiled him, 
and became a witness of his habits as a driven He was 
pushing severely the whole gaog of Slaves* If one fell a lit- 
tle behind the other he would yeil at the delinqueiit with a 
savage voice. I partictLilarlj noticed aii old feniaic Slaye v/ho 
had more white hairs on her head than i have on mine— his 
locks were quite gre/-— who seemed to be enfeebled by age, 
and had to mijjk hard to keep up. Every little while he 
would yell out at this poor old woman who appeared to be do- 
ing her best to keep along with , the others. In her hard strug- 
gle not to fail behind she overlooked some grass in one of the 
hills of c.orn» M.y cousin saw i^, walked up to her, and with a 
knotted cane which he held in his hand, s;ave her a stroke over 
the head which instantly brought her upon her knees* She cried 
out and wept aloud in the piteous' tones of childhood, and the 
tears streamed from, her eyes ; but she sprang almost instant- 
ly upon her &et and commenced working away with her hoe 
lest the blow should be repeated. I was lillcd with horror 
and disgust at the scene, and determined to take leave of my 
relative as soon as it was decent for mc so to do, and what I 
then saw strengthened mj purpose to abandon the Slave-hold- 
ing States forever.'' That poor old woman had no protection 
against such barbarity ; nor could she appeal to any earthly 
power to have such wrongs .redressed : for she 2ms a Slavco 
Reader, have you a mother ? Contemplate her. as the 
honored matron of the mansion at home : then contemplate 
her as a Slave I Should the mother of those divines who say 
that Slavery h vi^\t^ disozcri their unnatural offspring, the}^ 
would stand justified by the common sentiment of the civil- 
ized world. 

Tile abetters of Slavery cry out. These are abuses of the 
system. Say, then, shall Slavery wield its gory whip or no ? 
If you reply shall^ then you take this horrid machine, with 
the main-spring — /cor-— which was made for it and is adapted 
to it ; and you take also its bloody enormities. If you say * 
shall not wield the lash,' then you decided that the Slave-hold- 
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er is eiititled to uie Slave's services for Mfej to^^etb.er with the 
most profound s'lsbnirssiou whidi one bttinaE being can render 
to another ; but he must _at the yanie time break off the cruel 
iron collar^ lay aside the dripping lashr, hum Iris paddles and 
hickories, break to pfeces the ' torturing stocks, and work the 
engine of Slavery by the , moral law, and the sweet breath of 
moral suasion. Such, however, h the affection of Slavery "for 
its implements of torture that it would not survive their loss a 
single day ! 

As, laborers are in justice entitled to protection in terson 
as Tfeli as in property,, that system is essentially unjust which 
•depri^'^^cs them of protection in both.. 

Slavery 9 in principle and in fact, anniMiates the marriage 
relation^ It knowfj ho man as husband, no woman as wife. It 
enjoins no duties, it confers no rights upon the parties that 
sustain this reh,stion= No man -who is a^Siave^can assert or 
maintain Ms right to cherish and protect the woman whom he 
calls bis wife ; no S-lave woman can' assert and ,maintain her 
right to obey the man whom she calls her husband- Lawful 
wedlock, with its rights and dutieSj , does not exist among our 
entire Blave populatrouo 

The testimony of ■ an esteemed ,|)_ersonal friend5 Hev*. Wm, 
T« AI!a% formerly of rfuntsville, Ala., will give a clear view 
of v/hat is law and fact on this . subject, lie says^ legal 
marriage is unknown among the Slaves* They sometimes have 
a marriage form, generally none at alL The pastor of the 
Presbyterian Churcn in Huntsvillc, Ala,, had. two families of 
Slaves when I left theroe One couple were married by a ne- 
gro preacher-— the man was robbed of his wife a number of 
moiiths afterwards by her ^ owner,' The other couple just 
^ took up together' without any fonii of marriage^ They are 
both members of churches — the man a Baptist deacon, sober 
and correct in his deportment. They have a large family of 
children—ail children of concubinage— living in a minister's 
family*"' While Prof. Andrews resided some years since in 
Carolina, he says, an old negro came to me one day^ weep- 
ing^so inimoderately that for some time 1 could not clearly as- 
certain the cause of his distresy* Peter had j^st then heard 
rthat his wife's master wa.s about to sell her to a speculator." 
The -Professor sought to console him^ when he replied— ^^^This 
is my third wife ; both of my other wives were sold to specu- 
latorsj and were carried to the South, and I have never heard 
, from theiB- since," Tm-ly kw; tf le^; Bavannah (Oa,) liiV^er 
Baptist Association saidj while speaking on this subject^ ^'^Tk 
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Slaves are not free tUoral agents^ ^hd a dissoliilioE [of the 
marriage covenant] by. deaths is not more entirely without their 
consent and beyond their control, than by siich separation*" 
Siavei'yj in principle, denies to the Slave the right to pro- 
vide for his wife, defend her person from the grossest conceiv- 
able insult, or prevent a final separation at the pleasure of the 
lawful liiaster. Ifit be consistent with righteousness to prohibit 
jiiarriage^ then is Slavery in this respect right; but ifit be esseu- 
tiaily wrbng to make such prohibitibn^ then is Slavery esseiati- 
aily wrong— sin in its very nature. In the estimation of the Old 
School General Assembly, at its recent meeting in Cincinnati, 
that land iliust be a polluted one, where a widower is permitted 
to marry the sister of his deceased wife ; but that church ire- 
tains its vesldi purity which fellowships Americaii Slavery, 
which renders lawful marriage impossible, encourages and 
sanctions, if it does not necessitate, a systena 'of indisciiminate 
■fornicationj a^d adultery. 

Slavery not only destroys the rights of husbands and wives, 
hut it also divests parents and children of their respective 
rights. If the parent has any right, it is the right to protect 
and provide for his own olfspring. If he has any duty as a 
parent, it is to train his children to habits of industry, virtue^ 
and piety. God has invested parents with rights, and has en- 
joined upon them sacred duties, Slavery enters vt^itHio the 
sacred enclosure of the family, not io respect the rights and 
obligations subsisting between parents and children, but to 
prolane and cief$iroy mem. me cmm may "pme away with 
: liunger, be fed with unwholesome food at unseasonable houre, 
• or have clothing insuMcient for health or decency, but neither 
I father nor mother, how valuable soever their services may be, 
j lias a right to interfere to render the suiieirer comibrtablet, The 
\ child maybe sold into distant and hopeless bondage at the op- 
\ tion of the owner and against the tears and prayers of broken 
j hearted parents. The deliberate declaration of the Pres. 
j Sjiiod of Kentucky, in 1835, should be regarded as uhex- 
I ceptionable testiiaony on this subject hey say, " Brothers' 
I and sisters, parents and children,' husbands and wives, are 
I separated and permitted to sec each other no more. These acts 
1 are of daily occurrence in the mici^t of us» The shrieks and 
I agony often witnessed on such occasions proclaim with truni- 
I pet tongue the iniqsHty of our system. There is not a nai^k- 
I borhoqd where these heart-rendmg scenes are not dispiayed. 
I ^rhere is not a village or road that does not behold ths sad 
I |irocession of manacled Out-casts, whose mourniul coantenaii^ 
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ces tell that they are esiled hy force from a}] theii' hearts hold 
dear." 

"A gentleman in the interior part of this State," says 
my informant, " was travelling in Western Virginia, and ap- 
proaching the Ohio Fi,iver« Towards evening he overtook a 
company of Slave children under the charge of a Slave-dri- 
ver* The company consisted of between twenty and thirty, 
and their ages, he judged, ranged from six to twelve. They 
had been torn from their homes, their feet were sore, tliey 1 
were fatigued with their journey, and many of them were | 
weeping bitterly. He rode slowly, contemplating the sad | 
spectacle before hi.no, ?j long as his hearfc could endure it, and i 
then hastened on his way. He put op for the night in a vii- 1 
lage on the Virginia side of the Ohio River. h\\ due time the | 
slave gang wliich he had passed arrived before the tavern, and 
the driver came in to see if he could obtain quarters for him- 
[•elf and negro children for the night. The land-lord was ab» j 
sent and he applied to the l^nd-lady. "Madam," says he, I 
"can you accommodate me and my gang of little niggers to* ! 
night " No," says she, promptly, " we don't keep soul-dri- 
vers hereJ'^ She went, liowever, to the door, and saw the 
group of weeping children : " O,'' says she, " I can take care 
of those suffering children, while I abhor the one who has 
charge of them," It was understood that these Slave chil- 
dren were destined to form an appendagre to a larsre hotel in 
the city of Matches, to be fed upon the refuse fragments c,( 
the public table, till they were of age and size to be 'broker^ 
in' to work, or were ready for the markets Every one who 
oh this subject can discern bis right hand from his left, knows 
that the act which makes the parent property divests him of 
any power to prevent his beloved children from being sold as 
calves of the stall ! Afnerican Slavery, in ith essential and oft 
asserted principles, and in fact, robs parents and children of 
their most sacred rights ; yet a fraction only of tlie Americrtn 
churches call and treat Slai'^ery as essential unrighteousness. 
But thanks be to to Cod, we are not dependent upon ecclesi- 
astical bodies to determine v/hether parents have a rigiit to 
provide for and protect their children ; and children the right 
to look to them for protection and support. This sentiment 
was never reasoned into us and can never be reasoned out of 
us. It is inwrought into our nature by the hand that made 
us. ^ Our reason affirms it~our consciences approve it— our 
instincts proclaim it, and God by express revelation sanctions 
it. The system which annihilates these rights can but be 
accursed of God, and should be abhorred by men. 
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Slavery deprives man of his rights as a religious being. I 
do not design I;©- say that no Slave is penniUed io enjoy reli- , 
gious privileges. I cheerfuiiy acknowledge every instance of 
this kind which does exist, and sincerely desire that such in- 
stances may be multiplied a thousand fold. What I do affiruB 
is, that Slavery denies its victims the right to know and to do- 
the will of God ; or in other words, it denies them the first 
and most essential elements of religious liberty. God has 
given his word to n^n, a free gift tO' the race- All have right 
to this tree of life *, none to the exclusion of others. The in- 
herent right of each one to* readt God's word for himself, is as 
clear as it is to breathe His air, walk upon His earth, driaik at 
the living fountains which spring up at his feetj or opesi his 
eyes upon the light of day. This sentiment is not peculiar 
to christian abolitionists ; it is the boast and glory of protes- 
tant Christendom^ It is an inheritance sealed ours by God, 
and consecrated by the blood of the martv red dead. The 
denial of this truth brands the pope as anti-Christ, and dooms 
him as the sworn foe of God. Slavery, in virtue of its inhe- 
rent and essential attiibutes, assumes the right tci* say whether 
its victims shall or shall m^t have access to the Holy Bible. 
It interposes in its own name, and by its own authority, and 
at its sovereign pleasure, the iron arm of power between the 
Slave and the "precious Book divine," When it does this it 
does it of itself*, it asks no foreign aid, it borrows no authority* 
Vv'^ere it to search through the despotisms of earth whicli have 
defied G^d an4 crushed man, it could not find one eierEicnt of 
outrageous wrong of which it is not already possessed—nor 
an element in its incipient state of which it does not possess 

tiic odiiir^ 4U pci id.-s.t^»»» fjiavdjf UC'-iuces Wncmer ivSs TAvt-iitics 

may read the Bible, select their own I'eligious teachers, hear 
preaching at all, enjoy even oral instruction, be permitted to 
hallow the sabbath, or assemble with their fellows to worship 
God. What now remains of religious liberty ? What nei- 
ther Slavery nor any other despotismi can reach — the privilege 
of Ihinking their own thoughts in the closet of the soul, and ol 
semlin^ the secret aspirations of a cherished^ heart to God. 
As American Skivery, in principle and in fact, deprives man 
of essential and inalienable religious rights, it is in, its own na- 
ture unrighteousness, and hence it is ever sinful. 

Were not these things known, every one of them^ by the 
New School General Assembly when at its last trieniaii session 
it refused, after deliberation and discussion, to call American 
Slavery essentially sinful ? Js it not an unpardanable sm in 
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oui= Frutestaiit eyes for the pope to do what every body knows 
that Slavery-^-chmdii feliowshi|)ped Slavery — not only does, 
but asserts its right and determioaiion to continue to do ? 

We hold Slavery to be eBsentiaily sinful, because it violates 
the rights of God. 

God, as the Suprenrie Lawgiver of the universe requires 
each man to love his fellow as himself. This rule of duty 
is universal and always in force. It implies that the rights 
of my fellow men are as sacred as my own; and that I 
am bound by the highest authority and' most weighty sanctions 
to esteem and treat them so. Does Slavery violate the above 
law, or does it not ? it is not difficult to answer this question. 
By the common consent of the world the worst form of op- 
pression known to man, /s and ever /id^ been Slavery, it se- 
lects, matures, and- appropriates to itself every element of in- 
justice found upon the broad field of human relations. Every 
man knows that the highest temporal injury which can be in- 
flicted on him short of taking life, is, to be reduced with his 
posterity to the condition of personal bondage. As love 
worketh no ill to its neighbor, and as Slavery wo^rketh only ill, 
it is a manifest repeal of the law of love, the fimd amenta! law 
of -God's empire, and the substitution of Selfishness^ the es- 
sence of all.sin^ in its stead. God is also entitled to the con- 
secrated talents and services of the entire race. He has a 
right to say to one " go " and to another " come.'' He has a 
right to employ as seemetb good to him, the powers of every 
human being in advancing the grand scheme of redeeming 
mercy. The denial of this right is to breast the current of 
Scripture testimony, and to wrest with traitorous hand the scep- 
tre from J ehovah. American Slavery buiies a nation of minds 
in gross ignorance, and binds their physical powers in chains, 
Thougli God endow the Slave with gifts and grace, and move 
him by his Spirit to make known the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, he can assert and maintain no light so to do. The 
Slaveholder's tcill eomes betvf een him and his God, and deter- 
mines without hope of appeal this infinitely important ques- 
tion of personal' duty. 

I have attributed no power to the owner but that which he 
possesses in law, and in fact. The Pres. Synod of Ky. say, 

Not only has the Slave no right to his wife and children, he 
be hfus no right eve7i to himself. His ver}- body, his sinews, 
his bones, his ilesh, are the property of another. The move- 
ments of his limbs are regulated by the will of another. He 
may be sold like the beast the^fiekl-; he may be transported 
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m chains like a felon*" Says Judge Ruffiii of Morth Carolina 
in a legal decision—-^' The power of the maBter most be abso- 
luie, to render the sobmission of the Biave perfect It woald 
not do to allo w the ric^ht of the master to be t>ro"aght into dis- 
cussion in the courts of Justice. The Slaver, to rcMain a Slave, 
mast be sensible that their is no appeal from his master*'^ 
The personal obedience of the BIo-yc in relation to infiijutelj im- 
Dortant duties is made in law, aad in fact, to dei^eacl wmm. 
the ^411 of his owner. As Slaver j intercepts and'armijls God's 
sovereign- and rightful authority over his ^reatafes^ Christian 
abolitionists maintain tliat it is ealireij w rong. God honors 
the laborer. Slavery dishonors him. God awards t^ the la- 
borer his hire. Slavery strips hiiB of it^ and gives it over into 
the hands of his owner. God. hag confeired upon man reli- 
gious and social rights, of which Slavery robs him aiid thus 
insults miA condemns the original givcr»^ But 1 forbear 
Enough has been said to evince that Slavery in principle and in 
fact, robs €*od of his lights as supreme Lawgiver, andiis therC'' 
fore in its own nature ximighteousness, and hence sin. All 
imrighteousness is sin. Slavery is umighteousiiess, and is 
therefore Sin. -- 

Since American Slavery is essential unrighteousness, it 
follows that God does not SRinctiou its fimdaniental principles 
any more than he sanctions its wicked deeds« We have seen 
•that slavery deoiea C-od's rights £iS" Supreme i/awgl-¥ert h itself ^ 
in principle and- in fact, the repeal' of the law of love; over- 
throws the fa.mi!y state, constituted; and consecrated by God; 
denies the laborer's right to his hire^ a.nd'man% right to knovf 
and obey God according to the dictates of Ms own judgment 
and conscience : all these things we have shown to be legititaate 
fruits of the f ujidamental principle of slaverj, riariieljv^^" That 
a slave is one vrho is in the powcrof the master to whom he 
belongs; the master may sell him^ dispose o£ his person^ his in- 
dustry, and his labor ; he can do nothing, possess nothing, nor 
acquire any thing, b\i t what must belong to his master."" Since 
the relation of Slaveholder and Slave, diefmed ' by words of its 
own choice does divest man of his manhood and of the essen- 
tial and inalienable, civil, religious, and sociariighta which be- 
long to him by nature, and subjects him, with the exception 
of taking life, to the laws and usages of property, it follows 
that God hates the unrighteous pri'ncipliss of Slavery not less 
^an its cruel, heart rending, and bloody' developments* 
He hates the fountain of iniquity not less than its streams; the 
mt of sin not less than its fmit, 
2^ ■ - 
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When,', God consents to the robbery of hii»seii-r-wken he- 
consents to essential imrighteposiiess, iind ?.tbomi*aabie irrtpuri- 
iy, he will give Ms moral approval to Slavery, and not till thm. 

Let tbose who say that God sanctions Slavery, clemonsirate 
thid its finidamenitai principles d.ml legitimate results are in 
bari5r«0D J with thelan^of love,\yith the essential and ioaHenable, 
civiL social, and religious rights of mm^ with the iristiti:ttions 
of God's appoiiitment, and with his prerogatives as sovereign 
Rater of the world? and let them not represent God as they 
DOW do, as building with ODe hand what he overthrows with 
the other: th'^as dividing Jel^jvah against himself ! 

Sieee Slavery 33 essentially sinful, it follows that no in? 
stance of SlavehoMing exists without involving some person or 
persoD-S in g«iit» Many conceivable, and some actual cases 
of Slavehokiing have been pi'csented to show that the relation 
May ianocently exist.-. I will refer to one of the fairest speci- 
mens vfhich has ever' come 16 my knowledge. ThcHoBoMr. 
Falfrey, of Mass, had some slaves fall to himn I believe, by in-- 
heritance. He took iiaeasu res to bring them, to the Morth 
where they became perfectly free. Now it is exultingly ask- 
ed,;wkere is his guilt as a -slaveholder ? I ch$e?;fwily reply that 
I dp not -know .that there was any guilt on his part in this case; 
Imt Qn the other hand, so far as I a.m acquainted with tlie fact?., I 
have kQked iipo?\ thk .transaction aS a noble,, a praiseworthy 
ORCo This theD-j.it is replied, is a clear instance of Slavehold-. 
iiig without uBrigiitcousacss, and hence, without sin* Indeed!... 
Does it follow- ..because a noble-niinded man who is invested 
with the right of owxicrship by law over which he has no con- 
trol, a,nd who employe? liis authority for the sole purpose of reslor- 
mg- iRcilienabie rights^. wrongfully wrested from, his fellows; 
dQes it follow that they, who originally deprived these men of 
their rights were also innocent t ■ They who reduced them 
to bondfige and retained tbcra in this conditioJi are guilty, 
a.nd not the one who at personal cost restored their rights to 
them. These Slaves w^ere robbed of rights ; to the party who 
vohm.t:ari]y did tiiis, tiie guilt belongs 5 and not to the one v4]0 
Blade ^11 necessary sacrifices to reinstate them in their rights^. 
My father o.btcdns a fra?Khjlcnt title to your estate, and in'time 
the deeds come into my, possession. Under the full conviction, 
tiuit I have in equity ao rightful title to the property, and that 
yc>i! have, I return it to you. Nov/ because i did not wrong 
yc>Uj does it follow that no one did ? The common sense of 
the world holds that person guilty, who intelligently does^ 
" wrong things; but it imniiissno blanne to him who finds hini" 
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self \i\ a false position aind employs the best and' speediest 
meaas.for, his relief,. Unless therefore,, it can be conciosivcly 
showR., tliat Slavery, caii exist without violatisig the rights of 
God or man, it cannot be proven to be innocent ia a single 
Ccise», 

Bio.ce Slavery is essentially sinful, the doctrine o[ rmmedixne 
npentance (or this sin is strictly true, md .should ever be in?- 
histed; lipoD. On this point, Christian abolitionists hold seistl- 
ments in common with all evangelical Christians on other sub- 
jected. For tlie same reason that it is the dnty of all . men to 
abandon all other sins at once^ it h the du iy of all, who are implica- 
ted in the guilt of slaveholding^at once to renoimce ibis dn also,. 
It is sometimes alleged that it is iiatiiraliy impossible at once 
to, repent of SlavehoWing if it be a sin, and hence, iiomediatc 
repentance cannot with propriety be urged as a dntje The 
above objection confounds the ad of rep/mian.ce wiih tbe/m2/6^ 
of repentance. A horse f bief is bound atoH-ce to.-.part with his 
disposition as a thief, though it may lake days- to rcturB a, sto- 
len horse to its rightful owner. So of ixinumerable other in- 
stances which tyiII readily occur to every reader. There is no 
doctrine which is correct in .theory, wise or safe, in practice, 
which does not imply the total and immediate abandonment 
of all koov/H'Sir'i. • 

What is riKht'in theory has ever been found to-bc ore-emi- 
nentlv safe in practice, Christiaxi aboliiionistS'have success- 
fully cbalienged the world to produce a single instance from all 
history where iramediate emiincipation has been .unsafe to life 
or to the great interests of Society* 

.As Slavery is essentially sinfiib it is inconsistent for..clmrches 
tQ fellowship this sin, .while they dis-fellowship other sins. It 
is impossible to show that even, professional gambling in- 
volves tlie violation of more Christian principles than does 
Siavcholding; or, that it is attended with a more numerous 
i-etinue of direful evils. Yet that church would be deemed 
hopelessly apo.state v^diich should admit gamblers to- its com- 
munion* to honorable places in it^ ecclesiastical bodies, and to 
djistinsjuished ollices in its boards of organized bene volence. It 
i^ well known that the advocates and supporters of a systens 
which denies man's. right to. himself, to the fruits of his toil, a 
luisband's right to his wife, a fathers right to his children, a 
man's right to bis Bible, and to worship God according to his , 
own convictions of duty, ai;e welcomed to sacred and honora- 
ble places in the leading denominations of this country. It is- 
not fanaticism to maintain that this sin^ whose name is Legion 



should Be cxpfMad from the Christian clmrch. It is ianaiicism- 
tt> chcrifh, it there*" 

As Slavery is not omlj essentially sinful^ but a sm of. great 
■siiagnitude .and eiioroiity^ it follows that ik? Christian chorck. 
can iatelligcrjiily persist i a fellowshipping it arid still retain, 
its character as a Cliurch of Christ. It is iini¥ersulij 
agreed amo^g eYa;ogeli€al..Christio..jTis that no individual miim- 
'fe-er of a Chiircb can persist fe any wicked course withoutloss 
of his character and standiBg, as a Chnsii.an* 'The same pritt- 
ciplc- applies to ckarches in.v. their collective capacity. They 
are eRtiiled to respect andiesteem as Christian' ehnrcbes while 
they cordially embrace the'- fundariientai doetiineiJ of grace,, 
and obey the fundame^' tal: principles of Christian morality,.' 
and' nO' longer* ^iiv .- we !?ave seen that ,S^!a very yiolates the 
fuBdaoieotai principles of Christian morality, it follows that mo 
iiidivldiia]'^ church, or ecclesiastical body^ that iDtelligeiitly per- 
sists in this sin, can with propriety be regarded, or treated as 
Christian* ,¥/e may ieariivfrom the testimMiy--ei' acoBipetent 
and distinguished witness how deeply the Southern churches j. 
Y^hicb. are fellowshipped at the .Worth? are implicated in this, 
sin. ■ llev. Dr. Smylie of .Mississippi, says : 

sL^ysKT be a siii, and adyerlis'mg aod-apprehe-nding-skves, v;itls 
8.>lewtG restore tlteei to diair masters, is a cHrect:vk>!atiGis^€iftlK* divine-. 
, law, and if die buying^ .stelUn^;^ o" holding of 'a slave. "-FDSTiiE 
SAK-B. 01*"^' GAIN, "is a beiaoizs and scamk;l, tbot:., verily, TiiaES- . 

FOURTHS' OF ALI. THE EpIiJCGPALIAXS. M'El'IIOE?.IST.5j BaI-TISTS hlW' 

They "bold" *sf thoy (Iq aot I>k?; and sell slaves,. ar.tl'wiife'few excep- 
tioBS, they Besttate not to *.^a.|^pYeh8r^d awi'J'Sstore" yjrjiV.vay slaves, 
when: ioVthejr power." 

As the- members of the.SootherR Churches ,di) use ^Hlieir 
neighbors' service without .^^ages," and' buy and' sell the im-' , 
a.ge of God, and in many iisftaBces ' their own brethren asid 
Bisters in- church fellowship-;— the acknowledged members of' 
Christ's^ body,— as if they were brutes, it follows that they 
have departed essentially frora the Christian religion : and if 
they Cannot be won back by liglit aad lo^e to'tlse plaiisest el- 
ements of true religionc^ they should be disfeHovfsbipp.ed* 
Who can estima^:e thc.giiilt oflhe Miiiisters^ ChorclieS; and Ec- 
clesiastical' bodies, ^dio m theii'^-cooBcieD.ces believe Siavery to 
be a horrid' ciime, a?Kl still refuse to call and 'treat it as such,, 
jmd ttms neglect to warn the- wicked of his -ways ? Will noti 
blood be Feqiiired at their haoda ? 

Since American Slavery h not only '^Ihiv^y sinful, b'at is a 
siB of "great magoitiide aad enormity, it, follows that ihose 
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ministers, churches, and ecclesiastical bodies that intcllig'cntly 
persist in refusing to ascertain its true moral character, '^ai^l 
thus "hide themselves from their own flesh., (Isaiah,) their suf- 
fering fellow countrymen, do forfeit their christian character^ 
God has expressly commanded us ^ not lo hide ourselves from 
our ow}i'flesh,^ If'e will not perndt us "to pass by on the oth- 
er side" and thus escape responsibility. i was an hungered 
says the blessed Redeemer, as he drew the picture of the 
coming judgment, " and ye gave me no meat ; I was thirsty 
and ye gave nse no drink ; a stranger and ye took me not in ; 
sick, and'in prison^ and yc visited me not," When the guilty 
company inquire, " When saw wc Thee in such distress 'F 
His reply iSy Inasmuch as ye did it not to one oi the least 
of these, ye did it not unto sne.'' An intcMigent refusal to as- 
sist our suifering fellow-men, when they are brought within 
the reach of our christian sympathy and aid', will as certainly 
exclude us front the Kingdom of God^ as if we inflicted pos- 
itive evil upon them. "To him that knoweth to do good and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin." Janies 4: 17. So fixr, therefore, 
as churches persist in refusing to understand the moral nature 
of Slavery, and intelligently decline the eniployrnent of their 
powers and influence for the removal of this sin and curse^ 
they conclusively show that they do not possess the spirit of 
unrisi", ana nence are none oi, .riis. i-^or can iney consisterii- 
cntly complain if those who do love Christ and hi^^ sutFerihi^ 
poor, withdraw all christian fellowship from them. It is evi- 
dently the duty of ail v/ho have-light on this subject to labor 
kindly, prayerfully, and perseveringiy, with their ministers 
and fellow-members v/ho refuse or neglect to consider the sin 
of the master or the suffering of the Slave. They should not 
soon Kiint or grow weary in their labor of love« They should 
imitate the long salTering and patience of their Savior* But 
if, after pitvtracted and christain efforts, they meet with disap- 
pointment, and can discern no reasonable prospect of amend- 
meivi, then it bcconjcs plainly their duty to withdraw from 
those who profess to love God, but in w^orks deny Mim. ils 
such refuse obedience i;o the plain demands of the law of 
love, they prove themselves to be as unworthy of christian 
fellowship as if they denied the fundamental doctrines of di- 
vine grace. 

Will not the true follower:; of Christ throughout the world 
unite against this sin and curse ? It contemns the autliority 
of Him whose name you hallow ; it repeals that law wdnich dif- 
fees holiness and hiiss when it is obeyed ; prevents the glori« 
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0U3 Gospel from having free course dooms to igno- 
rance and brute degradation the image of God ; dissolves the 
fomily state and licenses imparity ; tempts its prostrate victinxs 
to idleness, inaprovidenjce, lying, and theft ; invokes Slave^ 
holders in the sin of unrighteousness, oppression, extortion, 
and, since they license impuritii^ it involves them in its sin and 
guilt. In social Mfc, it is a root of bitterness ; in the com- 
monwealth, it is wcctkness and poverty ; it rests as a blight 
upon industry, and srnites the soil with barrenness and decay ► 
Its root is sin — its fruit, (feath. . We therefore entreat every 
heir of Heaven to use his best efforts to extirpate this giant 
iniquity from off the earth. We may hear, think, feel^ speak, 
write, preach, and act for God and against this direful evil. 
Our weapons are not carnal but niighty through G'^ to the 
pulling down of strong holds. The motives which should 
prompt us to energetic exertions, are the infinite love of God, 
the grace of Christ, the salvation of the souls of 81ave-hold- 
ers and Slaves, a stain wiped from the christian religion, and 
generaJ society relieved of one of the heaviest curses under 
which it has ever groaned. We repeat with solemn en^phasis 
the question, Will not all the true friends of Christ unite against 
this common foe till it is no more ? 

I would kindly, but solemnly, remind Slave-holders that 
they, as well as others, are amenable to God*^s bar. Without 
holiness they cannot be saved. Judgment and mercy^ as well 
as faith, are essential to salvation. They must " break every 
yoke" and " Let the oppressed; gO" free" if they would ncieet 
the requirement and approbation of God. They nnist cease 
to use their neighbors services without wages, if they would 
be righteous. 

May God lead them to " take away from the midst of them 
the yoke, the putting forth of the finger and speaking vanity ; 
and incline them to draw out their soul to the hun.gry, and to 
satisfy the afflicted soul ; then shall their light rise in obscuri- 
ty, and their darkness be as the noon-day." 

We have seen as we have progressed' that Slavery is a plant 
which our HeavenJy Father has not planted. The dews and 
smiles of Heaven refuse to descend upon it. li- roots are mois- 
tened with the tears and blood of hapless victims. Among 
its branches are heard; unearthly sounds of wo — weeping ancl 
great lamentation. Gore issues from every opening pore ; and 
tears exhale from every expanding leaf. Its branches, laden 
with the fruit of Sodom, bend to the earth. In no clime, by 
no culture, will it flourish except on the grave of civil and re- 
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ligious liberty* But I hear a voice — it Is that of the Sonof God, 
saying: "Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted shall be rooted up /" " Even so," is the response of a 
disenthralled world. 



